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“For the Lord heareth the poor, and despiseth not his prisoners. ”   -Psalm 69 :33  
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V I S I T  U S !  

 Newsletter  

 

 reetings in the 
m a r v e l o u s 

name of Jesus, 
our Captain, and 
soon-coming King. 
In times as we live, 

with all that's happening around us, 
we can forget just how blessed 
we  are. We can hardly hear any 
good news on tv/radio. 
 People who should be 
sett ing good examples in 
high society/church are failing 
every day. Amidst this, God is and 
always will be loving and a  present 
help in times of need.  Lamentations 

3:22-25 states, 22 It is of the LORD's 

mercies that we are not consumed, 

because his compassions fail not. 23 They 

are new every morning: great is thy 

faithfulness. 24The LORD is my portion, 

saith my soul; therefore will I hope in 

him. 25 The LORD is good unto them 

that wait for him, to the soul that 

seeketh him.” Seeing this, we are 

reminded to give much thanks to 
God always in all things. 
 Thanksgiving in the Bible is 
the giving of thanks to God for 
everything that we receive at His  

hand: our lives, drinks, shelter, 
health, safety, clothing etc. to 
sustain us. Every good thing in our 
lives comes from God; we owe him 
many thanks. God does not compel 
us to give thanks, it's our 
free response to Him. 
 “Thanksgiving” is the act of 
giving thanks or the expression of 
thanks to God in the form of 
p r a y e r s ,  s o n g s ,  s h o w i n g 
appreciation, and gratitude to Him. 
In Psalm 100:1-5 it reads, “1Make a 

joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye 

lands. 2 Serve the LORD with gladness: 

come before his presence with singing. 
3 Know ye that the LORD he is God: it 

is he that hath made us, and not we 

ourselves; we are his people, and the 

sheep of his pasture. 4Enter into his 

gates with thanksgiving, and into his 

courts with praise: be thankful unto 

him, and bless his name. 5 For 

the  LORD is good; his mercy is 

everlasting; and his truth endureth to 

all generations.”  

 God delights in the praises/ 
thanksgiving of His people. So, in 
all things let's give many thanks. 
Amen! 

   “ Thanksgiving To God” 
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A  Word from Our Editor … by: Sis. Marilyn Silver 
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Matthew 8:23-27 (KJV)-And when he was entered into a 
ship, his disciples followed him. And, behold, there arose a great 
tempest in the sea, insomuch that the ship was covered with the 
waves: but he was asleep. And his disciples came to him, and 

awoke him, saying, Lord, save us: we perish. And he saith unto 
them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Then he arose, and 
rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a great calm. But 
the men marvelled, saying, What manner of man is this, that 

even the winds and the sea obey him!  
 

 Greeting, look around you and picture yourself 
sitting in a ship. To the right of you are your shipmates, 
to the left of you are more shipmates. Above you, in the 
back, on an upper level imagine there are more shipmates, 
who are looking out across the water. They can see what 
is happening on the outside of the ship. For there is a storm 
out on the ocean and it’s coming this way!!  Imagine the wind 
is blowing, the rain is hitting the ship, the waves are 
tossing you to and fro. Those in the center of the ship are 
being tossed about from their seats into poles, boxes, and 
objects on the floor. Those on the sides of the ship are 
getting wet. Those on the outer edges are rocking and 
reeling to keep from falling overboard into the ocean. 
Shipmates on the upper decks are becoming frightened by 
what they see. There is turmoil on the ocean!! Your life is 
being threatened by outside forces, trouble all around and 
you are getting weak and worried. It seems as if your 
troubles are about to overtake you. 

But,  hold on shipmates! We are all in this 
together! We are all facing troubles and trials along this 
journey. Our children, grandsons, granddaughters, 
husbands, wives, brothers, sisters, pastors, mothers, 
deacons, missionaries, ushers, choir members, young 
people, old people and invited guests are all on the ship - 
facing life troubles!   What do we do?  How do we make it 
to safety?  Who do you call? Then we remember, JESUS 

is on the ship!!  But He is sleeping!  Wow…. He’s sleep?!! 
Do we wake Him up? Or do we handle it by ourselves?  
Do we try to help steer the ship?  Do we try to dip the 
water out? Do we send out signals to others on the ocean 
to save us? Or do we ask Jesus to save us? Why do we 
try everything else before we ask Jesus to save us?  
 Let’s see what His disciples did?  In Verse 25, 
“And his disciples came to him, and awoke him, saying, 
Lord, save us: we perish.” SAVE US, WE PERISH! If HE 
did it back then, He will do it again. No matter what our 
situation, no matter what type of storm it is. Jesus is in 
the STORM with us. Do You know what gets his 
attention?  The scripture says the disciples called Him, 
LORD!!! When we call on Him He will answer us. When 
we call  His name, JESUS, He will answer.  He will come 
to our rescue.  JESUS….thy son of David….save me! He 
will hear us. Sometimes He’s just waiting for us to call 
Him. He’s already where we are. He’s just waiting for us 
to call him.  
 Jesus will not let us sink. He will bring us out, 
alright. In this lesson, Jesus asked the disciples, “why are 
ye fearful?”  He’s still asking us that today.  Why are we 
fearful?  Didn’t He bring us out before? Didn’t He open 
the door before? Didn’t he shield us from danger before?  
Why are we fearful? God is a present help. The ending of 
our reading says, “ But the men marvelled, saying, What 
manner of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey 
him!” Remember, when God rebukes the winds in our 
situations, our troubles will all have to cease and release 
the hold on our bodies, minds and our souls. “PEACE BE 
STILL!” When Jesus speaks, sicknesses move out, doubts 
are shattered, faith walks in, hope shows her face and 
victory is won!!  Never forget that JESUS is in your ship-
your situation.  He is everywhere. Hold to God and  never 
let Him go! He will bring you safely to the other side. 
Let’s be thankful for all of His faithfulness toward us. God 
bless you!  

Temple Elders Speak   …  by: Elder Robert Brice, Sr. 
  

HOW IS YOUR LOVE LIFE? 
 

 Praise the Lord to all newsletter readers. It's 

once again I greet you in the name of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. We would like to talk about a subject today 

that many do not like to talk about unless it’s about 

a man and a woman or boy and a girl or something 

of the sort. You see, it's nothing wrong with that 

kind of love, but the kind of love we want to talk 

about is God's (Agape) love.  

 This kind of love is unconditional regardless 

how one treats you, just keep on loving anyhow. 

Agape love is always trying to make things work to 

keep the peace. If everyone in the world had God's 

love we wouldn't have wars, racism, poverty, hatred, 

deception, lies, etc. Sometimes, if we are not careful 

we'll confuse God's love with our secular love, but  

the only way to produce God's love we must be born 

again of God's spirit. You see it's easy to love 

someone who loves you. But, what about those who 

hurt or hate you? It takes God's love to love those 

who hate you. So, therefore, I ask the question 

again, how is your love life? Be blessed until the 

next time.  

JESUS IS ON THE SHIP 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+8%3A23-27&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+8%3A23-27&version=KJV
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Temple Men Speak… by: Deacon Joseph Jackson 

         Surrounded By Witnesses * September 20, 2017 
Submitted by: Sister Sandra Woolfolk 

 
"…Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 

witnesses, let us lay aside every weight and the sin which 
so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author 
and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before 
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God.”—Hebrews 
12:1-2 

Hebrews 11 records examples of faith by the 
patriarchs and other Old Testament saints. It is a “Faith 
Hall of Fame” with many called out by name. Countless 
others are unnamed but honored by their acts of heroism, 
sacrifice, and faith. With those heroes and heroines of faith 
positioned as witnesses, the author of Hebrews challenges 
the reader to run their own race of faith with endurance. 
  The Hebrews road race analogy presents an 
interesting phenomenon of the human spirit, even today. 
Spectators (witnesses) line up along the race course and 
cheer on runners, most of whom they don’t know. They 
just know the runners need encouragement. That 
encouragement makes a difference. The runner who seems 
to be struggling responds with a renewed strength to 
finish the race. Spectators remind us we’re not alone, 
someone is there who cares and supports us. Their 
presence gives us strength when our energy is spent and 
challenges us to give our best. 
  Those Faith Hall of Fame witnesses are not the 
only ones watching us. Even today, we are surrounded by 
witnesses. Some witnesses are more mature saints who 
have set an example for us, and expect us to follow  
accordingly. There are our peers, who run along with us, 

and find it encouraging to have someone in the race with 
them. There are the less mature, perhaps younger runners 
who are quietly watching and following our example. 
Then, there are the doubtful spectators along the race 
course, uncertain about getting in the race. They need to 
see that the race is worth running. So don’t look tired and 
defeated; otherwise you may discourage them from 
entering the race. 
  The end of a race is always worth watching. 
Runners who have completed the course go to the sidelines 
to encourage others still running. But the greatest 
phenomenon in a road race is the person who finishes the 
race well ahead of everyone else, then turns around to 
encourage and run with everyone else—Jesus. He is the 
witness who understands the agony that comes with 
running the race. His presence reminds us of all He 
endured for us, ensures we know we are not alone, and 
challenges us to persevere.  
  Perhaps you are tired and want to give up, nervous 
about the future and want to turn back, or lacking 
confidence and simply want to hide along the race route. 
Persevere, you have witnesses who need you to continue 
on. And you have Jesus, running with you, step by step!    

 

Lesson to Remember: Run the race as if 
 someone is watching you, because they are! 

 

  “Do you not know that those who run in a race all 
run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you 
may obtain it. And everyone who competes for the prize is 
temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a 
perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown.” 
  —1 Corinthians 9:24-25   

     STRENGTHENED BY THIS WEEK 

Praise the Lord Dear Readers,   
Deacon Joseph “Ike” Jackson was scheduled to write for our November 2017 Newsletter issue.  However, God saw fit to take him 
home to glory. In honor of him, below is his last Newsletter article written August 2016.  Deacon Joseph “Ike” left a  Godly legacy 

that we will forever treasure. Continue to keep his family in your prayers.  

 Life is, at times, difficult when you are 
tested. Call upon God. He can give you the 
strength to persevere. Pray as if everything 
depended upon God and work as if everything 
depended upon you. Prayer Still Works!  
 Jesus taught that perseverance is the 
essential element in prayer. In my weakness I have 
learned to lean harder on God. The weaker I am, 
the harder I lean on Him. Prayer Still Works!!  
 As we join together in prayer, we draw on 
God’s enabling might in a way that multiplies our 
own efforts many times over. God delights in the 
prayers of His children - prayers that express our 
love for Him, prayers that share our deepest 

burdens with Him. Obedience is the 
master to effective prayer. Prayer 
Still Works!  
 We must leave it to God to 
answer our prayers in His own time. 
Sometimes we are so impatient and 
think that God does not answer. God 
always answers. He never fails; be 
still and abide in Him. Philippians 4:6, 
“Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known unto God.” Just keep on praying! Prayer still 
works!  

JUST KEEP ON PRAYING...PRAYER STILL WORKS!  



Brenda Ratcliff, Amanda Petey Lewis, 
Donnell Silver, Odellsie A. Smith,  
Theresa Brown, Joyce Simms, O’Neal 
Johnson, Edward Johnson, James 
McGill, Geneva Talley, Joyce McGill, 
Nic Family, Lester Brent, Tracey 
Beanum,  Laura Silver, Sean Smith, 
Shalita Madison, Kathy Brooks, Tina 
Smith, A. Carter, Elmoe Johnson, Ben 
Marshall, James Harris, Melissa 
Harrison, John Pendleton, Jeremiah 
Adams, Antoine Washington, Kevin 
Shelton, Torri Wormley, Melissa 
Pendleton and Family, Charles Bailey, 

Linda Finn, Anthony Brown, Daniel 
Hackett, Adriana Brown, Tremaine 
Skinner Beverly Brent, Marion Smith, 
Adriana Coleman, Steve Washington, 
Prison & Health Care Ministries, The 
Lost, TOD Church Family, COGATH 
Beulaville NC, Lisa Washington, 
Hesstine Brown, Shirley Jenkins, 
Marion Green, Sherrie McEachin, 
Aaron F. Garris, Keisha Robinson, 
Hannah Coleman, Elton Wright, 
Charles McGhee, Annette Waldron, 
Brenda Milbourne, John Robinson, Jeff 
Williams, Dorothy Howard, Mary 

Rollins, Alyce Anthony, Jean Cadiche, 
Edward Williams, Cindy Scott, Alika 
Davis, Rae Davis, Larry Coleman, 
Teena Marie Brown, Towanda 
Galimore, Gary Washington, Naomi 
Sarbo,  Sylvia Harris, Alice Smith, 
Desmond Rock, President Donald 
Trump & the Trump Family, the 
Cabinet Members, Ronald Williams, 
Edward Bynum, Lorraine Green, 
Brenda Holmes, Edward Williams, 
Shelly Mellow 

1st Sunday 
October 1st  

Eld. Robert Johnson 
Ephesians 19:20 

We Give Thanks To God 
           

          2nd Sunday 
October 8th  

Pastor L. Beanum, Jr. 
Annual Ushers’ Day 

Romans 8:28 
Our Victory Is In Christ 

 

3rd Sunday 
October 15th  

Eld. Jason Lewis 
Matthew 6:33 
Seek First The  

Kingdom 

4th Sunday 
October 22nd   

Pastor Lynn Beanum 
Annual Missionary Day 

1 Samuel 17:31-32 
Use Your Authority God 

Gave You                  

5th Sunday 
October 29th 

5th Sunday Union 
Fellowship 

Pastor Beanum-MC 
Various Speakers 
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 Pray Without Ceasing... 
“...The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” - James 5:16 (KJV)  Let us continue to pray 

for the sick, shut-in, bereaved families everywhere, our Spiritual and world leaders, and the following: 

Dedication to the Sick & 

 Daily Bread…   

"It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes."  

"O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good..." (Ps. 119:71; 107:1) 

WEEKLY SERMONS 

And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall  feed you with knowledge and understanding.”  

  October 2017 

Submitted By: Mother Ruby Beanum  

Thank You, Lord 
By: Connie Bratcher 

 
Thank You for times when the sun didn't shine, 

Thank You for that cloudy day; 
Thank You for troubles and trials I've faced... 

It was there I learned to pray. 
 

Thank You for heartaches and lonely nights, 
And for those storms I've been through; 

Thank You for struggles along the way... 
That taught me to trust in You. 

 
Thank You for the dark tunnels of life 

When I could not see the end; 
Thank You, Lord, for the deepest valleys... 

Where I learned You're my best Friend. 
 

Thank You, Lord! 

 

 

PASTOR BEANUM’S ANNOUNCEMENT   
OCT. 22ND:  

 

Congratulations!  
 

3 Newly Named Junior Deacons: 

 

Junior Deacon Juan McIntosh 
Junior Deacon Bryant Sims 
Junior Deacon Robert Pope 

 

PLEASE KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS! 



   

Temple Women Speak… by: Sister Florence Givens 

 God knoweth our uprisings and our down 
sittings. We are kept by the Spirit of God and for 
that we are so very grateful and Thankful.  We 
reach to the highest mountains for strength, 
we are sometimes in the lowest valleys, yet 
God suffices all of our needs every day.  
 Whether we are aware of God’s 
present help, He is always there! In the 
mornings, noonday, evening and night, 
God reaches out to us. The test 
sometimes comes in the midnight hours 
when we must pray, rely on God, trust in 
Him, and believe by faith that God is truly 
Alive and Well!  
 For all of these things we are so very 
Thankful! In these last and evil days we must hold on and 
hold out!  We must endure until the end of time. We win, 
because God is with us! Happy blessed Thanksgiving! 

May your season of giving and receiving be granted 
abundantly and running over in Jesus’ Name!  

 We are truly blessed by the hand of God. 
He is so gracious to us daily, His Grace and 

Mercy exceeds what we even think or feel, 
God’s Grace and Mercy is flourishing in the 
land today, “In A Time, Such As This.”  
  We feel the Spirit of God but most 
certainly so, we are kept by the Spirit of God! 
We adore Him and look up to Him, God 

Almighty, Jesus Himself. “In A Time, Such As 
This.”  

 Do Pray my added strength in the Lord 
as I do the same for You.  

  
1 Corinthians 2:10 KJV -  10 But God hath revealed 

them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all 
things, yea, the deep things of God. 

PRAISE THE LORD! 
 

 Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord!! It 

is the season of Thanksgiving. Every season is the season of 

Thanksgiving when you really think about it. How can you go 

one day without saying, “Thank you Lord,” whether it be for 

one thing or for another, or just thanking him in advance? 

Sometimes you just find yourself thanking Him and you don’t 

even know it. You know, I was thinking and thinking that 

November is coming up and that’s the month for me to write. 

What should I write about? And, and of course, I could write 

about giving thanks, like I just did. But, I don’t want to talk 

about just that. I want to also talk about and give 

encouragement.   

 I know we all have heard a lot about, and have been 

given a lot of encouragement. But, you can never have too 

much encouragement. So, yes I want to say be encouraged but 

more than that - encourage one other in the Lord. Just as it 

says in 1 Thessalonians 5:11, “Wherefore comfort yourselves 

together, and edify one another, even as also ye do.”  I Just wanted 

to say that we should always encourage one another because 

we never know what someone is going through. We do know 

the Lord will carry them through it.  

 Sometimes people have doubt, and being young and 

saved, I understand how hard it is sometimes to keep going 

and to be strong. There are times you just need some 

encouragement, a reminder that you are never alone, and that 

trouble don’t last always. Well, that’s all I wanted to say. Stay 

encouraged and thank the Lord at all times for his grace and 

mercy.  Be Blessed. 
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 Temple Youth Speak…          by:  Sis.  Camille Jones 

“In A Time,  Such As This”  

 New Members 

         ... to our New Members   
 

 On Sunday, September 3rd  - Pastor Beanum announced that 
the Lord added seven new members to the Temple of Deliverance.  We 
are blessed to have on board Sis. Debbie Moss and the Woolfolk Family 

(Bro. Jamal, Sis. Rhonda, Jahron, Jahon, Rodric and Declan.) We 
welcome each of you with love and open arms . 

 

The Woolfolk Family   Sis. Debbie Moss  

 Baptismal 

 Acts 2:38 - King James Version  
 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

 

Wednesday, October 4th, Sister 
Sabrina Jones was re-baptized and re-
dedicated her life to Christ.  
 — 

Sunday, October 
22nd, Sis. Brandice 
Richardson Epps. 
was baptized and 

welcomed as part of the TOD Family. 
Pray for these sisters as they move 
forward in Christ. 

 



 

In Loving Memory of  
Antoinette Ann Beverly 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 25, 1991 (Sunrise) – September 9, 2017 (Sunset) 
   

Saturday, September 23, 2017 
  Viewing: 10:00am – 12:00 noon 

 Homegoing Service: 12 Noon 
 

Temple of Deliverance HCG, Inc.  
5756 Zachary Taylor Highway 

Mineral, Virginia 23117 
 

Elder Robert Johnson – Eulogist 
Pastor Lynn Beanum Jr., Officiant   
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Submitted by :   Mother  Ruby Beanum  

 

  O b i t u a r i e s  

And the peace of  God, which passeth all understanding,  

shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.  Philippians. 4:7 (KJV) 



 

 

1-Myrtle Jackson 
    Tre Johnson 
2-Pam Newman 

3- Juanita Jackson 
4-Thomas Hunter 
5-Jamal Robinson 

   Joyce Rock 
12-Isaiah Ross 

13-Dwain Jackson 
 

 
 

 

14-Duron Hudson 
     Lynn Wilson 

15-Mamie Sugars 
16-Wade Jackson, Sr. 

17-Cynthia Payne 
19-Clinton Porter, Jr. 

20-Marie Hall 
26-LeDevin Green, III 

27–Lloyd Wilson, I 
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ANNIVERSARIES 

“The days of our years are threescore years and ten; 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! MAY GOD BLESS EACH OF YOU WITH MANY MORE.  

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! MAY GOD CONTINUE TO BLESS AND KEEP YOU!  

November            2017 

BIRTHDAYS 

“And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they 

are  no more twain, but one flesh.” (Mark 10:8) 

1-Sylvon & Bernice Vonderpool 
 14-Lloyd & Lynn Wilson 

19-Theodore & Paulette Hudson 
22-Larry & Vera Coleman 

23-Darrin & Janetria Coleman 
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TOD Annual Women’s Conference - by: Sis. Lynetta Watkins 

         On Saturday, 6 May, our 9th Annual 
Women’s Conference was held at the Temple of 
Deliverance. The theme was A Christian Woman 
As a PILLAR in This Changing World. The 
sessions/speakers were: “The Weapons of 
Prayers (Sis Stephanie Newell-Jackson), “Secret 
Battlefields that Women Face” (First Lady 
Melissa Fields), “Guarding your Heart” (Sis 
Territa Amos), and “Recognizing and Dealing 

with Mental Illness” (Mother Deborah 
Campbell). All of the sessions were a blessing. 
Our MC was Sis Tiny LeFear. Songs were 
rendered by First Lady Alice Christmas and Sis 
Michelle Smith and at lunch Sis Delores 
B u c k n e r  ( s p i r i t u a l  c o m e d i a n ) .   
 We are truly thankful for the shower of 
blessings that we received and ask that you 
continue to pray for the Sisters.   

The Temple of Deliverance Youth held its 7th youth retreat at the Great Wolf 4-6 August 2017.  
Theme: “No Fear.”   

  

Friday night was praise and worship, games and then an open discussion that broke out into a praise. What a 
blessing! On Saturday we were blessed with topics: No Fear (Sis Tara Lewis), Overcoming Fear (Elder Tim 
Williams), and Fear vs Faith (Sis April Sims/Brother Bryant Sims). Awesome day with lots of learning, fun, 

food, and creativity. Attendees were from the Temple, Grace Redemption, and youth family/friends.  
 Continue to keep us in prayer. Lord’s willing, our next year dates are 3-5 August. Please let Sis. 

Lynetta Watkins know if you’re interested in attending.  May God continue to bless our Youth. 

TOD Youth Retreat  -  by: Sis. Lynetta Watkins 

Annual Women’s Conference    -   (Hosted by Sisters Sandy, Lynetta & Michelle) 

Sisters: S. Woolfolk, T. LaFear, S. Newell –
Jackson,  M. Fields, D. Campbell, T. Amos 

Mother Ruby Beanum Sisters M. Smith, L. Watkins, S. Woolfolk 
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5756 ZACHARY TAYLOR HIGHWAY ● MINERAL, VIRGINIA 23117 

From I-95, take the Thornburg Exit (#118). 

From I-95 South:  Turn left going toward Route 1 

From 1-95 North:  Turn right going toward Route 1 

Stay on Route 606 until you reach the stop light.  Cross over Route 1 on Route 606.  Follow through to Snell
-intersects with Route 208 (Courthouse Road).  Stay on Courthouse Rd for approximately 18 miles to 
Zachary Taylor Highway (Route 522).  Turn right.  Church is 1/2 mile down on right side.  

We greatly appreciate the many readers just like yourself, who have contributed to the 
Newsletter with your prayers, encouragements and monetary blessings! It’s because of 
you and, of course, Our Lord & Savior Jesus Christ that we are able to distribute this 

monthly newsletter to thousands of souls across the nation. We ask for your continued 
support of this ministry. Donations may be mailed to: 

Temple Of Deliverance Newsletter Staff  * 5756 Zachary Taylor Hwy  *  Mineral VA 23117 

 A R E G I V E R S ’  
BLESSINGS 
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Thank  
You! 

Temple of  Deliverance  

 Posted by Sharon  

http://christiancaregiving.blogspot.com/2014/11/ 

 Care-giving is a noble calling.  That is a 
theme you have heard often from this writer. 
Yet it also is a calling which sometimes is a 
source of heartache, as we see our loved one 
deteriorate in his or her health.  As I look back 
on those days when I was a caregiver for my 
husband and his eventual death, there is still an 
ache which comes into my heart.  Yet I remind 
myself that it is more than that.  I see it as a 
place where God met me and blessed me in a 
special way.  I want to see it as a place of 
surrender to His will and hence the place of His 
blessing. 
 We often think of blessing as God 
giving us the things which we want, things that 
are comfortable, and that we perceive are 
good.  Yet the blessings often come through 
the struggles, because God is there in a special 
way during those times.  The blessings come 
when we see how weak and desperate we are 
without Him, and then run to Him in surrender 
to His will.  The blessings are in seeing Him 
meet our needs, comfort us, and give Himself to 

us.  The blessings then come in a changed life 
through a surrendered life. 
 The blessings come from seeing and 
trusting God in a new way during difficult 
times.  It also comes from praising or as some 
translations of the Bible say blessing the Lord 
in the times of struggle and uncertainty.  We 
often do not "feel" like praising God in such 
moments, but when our lips praise Him, our 
hearts eventually also begin to get the message 
of God's love and grace.  Joy, peace, and 
blessings are the result. 
 Dear caregiver, let your care-giving role 
be the place where you not only at times 
struggle with pain and heartache; but let it also 
be the place where you meet God like never 
before.  Let it be a place of surrender and 
blessings. 
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